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26th January 2022   
 
 
Dear Families 
  
Thank you for your on-going support with our covid measures, we really are so very grateful that you continue 
to encourage your children to test at home alongside the testing centre we have in school.  It really is vital that 
all students test twice weekly and your support on this has meant that our students have achieved an 
attendance rate at 3% above the national level.  Meaning that they are accessing more learning, more lessons 
and more opportunities than the vast majority of schools in the country.  

  
As you will know, the government issued new guidance last week and we immediately took the decision to 
remove the need for masks in classrooms however they remain in all communal areas.  In other words, masks 
continue to be worn outside of the classroom, within the school buildings.  The exception to this is if students 
are exempt or they are eating and drinking during social time. 
  
The government guidance went further to say that from this Thursday masks will not be required in schools at 
all.  However, this will not be the case here at Great Academy Ashton.  From this Thursday there will be no 
change to the position regarding masks.  They will still be required in all communal areas within the building, 
unless exempt or eating and drinking.  The reason for “no change” is on the back of advice from Tameside 
Public Health Officials and Tameside Local Education Authority.  I received the following message from public 
health officials: 

  
Whilst overall case numbers have fallen in Tameside (992/100,000), they are not yet low and have plateaued 
over the last week.  Rates among children and young people continue to increase, and Tameside currently has 
the highest rates in Greater Manchester and one of the highest in the Northwest, with the rate in primary and 
secondary aged pupils being higher than any other age group.  The current rate of new infections in primary 
aged children is currently 2,417/100,000 and secondary 1,834/100,000.  Many schools are seeing significantly 
high levels of COVID-related absence and also experiencing challenges with staffing capacity as a result.  
  
Therefore, we would strongly encourage the continued use of face coverings for all staff and adults in schools, 
and secondary pupils whilst in indoor communal or crowded spaces until February half-term, and particularly 
where our Public Health Team is working with schools that have those high case rates. This is in line with other 
areas in Greater Manchester.  At this point the recommendation is temporary and does not extend to the 

wearing of face coverings in classrooms. Many of our schools are experiencing active outbreaks and we will 
continue to support and agree measures, as always, to minimise transmission and disruption within your 
settings. The Public Health team continues to monitor data on a daily basis. 

  
Therefore, following Public Health advice, masks will remain in place in all internal communal areas until 
February Half Term.  I will continue to monitor the situation and work with public health to keep the situation 
under review.  Thank you for your continued support, it really is making a great difference to the learning, 
progress and outcomes of our students. 
  
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr David Waugh 
Principal 


